The pulmonary artery lasso: epicardial pacing lead causing right ventricular outflow obstruction.
Permanent pacing in small children may require placement of an epicardial pacing system. This report describes a young child who underwent pacemaker implantation with epicardial ventricular lead placement in infancy as an adjunct to antiarrhythmic therapy for congenital junctional ectopic tachycardia. At 5 years of age, a harsh systolic murmur was detected for the first time. Evaluation by catheterization and transluminal echocardiography showed right ventricular outflow obstruction (pressure gradient 40 mmHg) secondary to extrinsic compression by the epicardial lead. Surgical removal of the lead relieved the obstruction.